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OVERVIEW

LEGISLATIVE ENGAGEMENT
e Portland Public Schools Delegation
e Meetings with Legislators
e Emailing and Writing Legislators
e Calling Legislators

EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT

e OpEds
Letter to the Editor
Social Media post

APPENDIX

Call script template
Email and letter template
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STORYTELLING TIPS:

1. Choose one story to tell. Meetings with legislators are often
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Another way to engage with legislators is to call their offices directly. You will most likely be
connected with a legislator’s staff member or be asked to leave a voicemail. Either way, this is a
good opportunity for you to share your thoughts. The legislative staff members will report back to
the members with the information you shared.

In your phone call, it will be important to include:

° Who you are reaching out to

° What you are concerned/excited about

° Who you are (a constituent, a parent, etc.)

° Why this is important to you

° A personal connection to the issue

° Restating your ask

° Your contact information (email or phone number)
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° To track a bill, you can use the (OLIS). There is a
“Bills” tab and a “Committees” tab on the right hand side where you can pull up information
by bill number, bill text, or policy committee.

° While the bills you are advocating for move through their committees, it will
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In addition to working with elected officials, there are other ways you work with the media to raise
awareness for the issues or bills you are advocating for.
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Op-eds are opinion pieces that are usually published opposite the editorial page in a newspaper.
They are written by columnists, leaders of organizations, public officials, and community members.
At most papers, anyone can submit an op-ed to convey a clear point of view about a topic of public
interest.

TIPS FOR WRITING AN OP-ED

° Check the editorial page or the paper’s website for instructions on submitting an op-ed. The
preferred




° Make your piece current and relevant. Have it relate to something that is going on now.

° Once you have drafted your piece, send it to others for feedback. This is a crucial step.
Feedback from others helps ensure that you have a piece of publishable quality.

TIPS ON PITCHING YOUR OP-ED TO THE PAPER

° Find out who makes decisions about op-eds for your paper. Sometimes this is different from
the editorial page editor.

° Submit yoba piece and then call the right reporter or editor to confirm that it was received
within 24




RITIN T Ih EOR

Letters to the Editor are a collection of reader opinions,
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Social media tools such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and blogs are powerful vehicles in
promoting legislative advocacy to a large audience.

QUICK TIPS

° Be concise: Keep your posts brief, with a




MAKING YOUR PERSONAL CALL SCRIPT

My name is , and | am from
, (city, state).

List the reason you are calling and then condense it to one or two sentences.
How does this legislation or issue affect you personally?

What is the call to action for your representative? Do you want a statement, cosponsorship of a bill,
a vote, or something else?

EMAIL AND LETTER TEMPLATE
(Month) (Day) (Year)

Representative or Senator (First name) (Last name)
Oregon State Capitol

900 Court Street NE

(Office Number)

Salem, Oregon 97301

RE: (state the topic or include the bill number, author and subject if you are writing to support or
oppose a particular legislative bill)

Dear (Representative/Senator) (Last name):

My name is (your first and last name) and | am a (family member /service
provider/advocate/community member) who resides in your district. (State why you support or
oppose the bill or other issue here. Choose up to three of the strongest points that support your

position and state them clearly.)

(Include a p&r§dtial story. Tell




Sincerely,

Your name
Street address
City, State, Zip code
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